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There has been really a great gust of popular anger against
me; I am not writing too strongly when I say popular anger.
The feeling against me, especially in the Grand Army, is
so bitter that certain of my friends in Illinois and Indiana
have told me that they believe that if the election were held
at present I should lose both those States! However, I
cannot help thinking that such folly will burn itself out be-
fore a year is over."

A final demonstration of personal idiosyncrasy on the
part of General Miles occurred a few weeks later and is re-
corded in the following correspondence. On October 8,
1903, the President wrote to Governor Franklin Murphy
of New Jersey:

"A few days ago General Miles went to one of the lead-
ing men in New York and told him, as illustrating my
attitude toward property, that you had recently said that I
had informed you that I was certain I was going to win the
Northern Securities suit and thereby ruin Pierpont Morgan
and Jim Hill, or, to use his exact words, 'turn Morgan and
Hill into the street.' My informant was somewhat upset
over the matter and at first declined to allow me to see
you about it I told him that I should insist upon this, be-
cause I was absolutely certain that the story was merely
a lie of Miles and that you had never said one word such
as you were represented as saying. Indeed, my memory is
that we did not speak of the Northern Securities suit at all,
and of course I never at any time used any such language as
that imputed to me about Hill or Morgan, or expressed
the slightest feeling of vindictiveness or personal hostility
toward either.

"I am half ashamed to bring such an absurd falsehood
to your notice. I wish you to understand that if I alone
were cognizant of it, I should not bother you to deny it,
for I should never think a second time of it; but it is aston-
ishing what some sensible men are capable of believing, and
so I should like you to write me just a line on the matter."